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Date: June 28, 2010 

TCRS 2010-04:  IRS Notice 2010-48 Provides Disaster Relief to Sponsors of Pre-Approved 
Defined Contribution Plans 

In Notice 2010-48, issued June 21, 2010, the IRS provides administrative relief for plan sponsors of IRS pre-
approved defined contribution plans (master & prototype and volume submitter) that were affected by the storms 
and severe weather in those counties in Alabama, Connecticut, Massachusetts, Mississippi, New Jersey, Rhode 
Island, Tennessee and West Virginia declared Presidential Disaster Areas during the period March 1, 2010, 
through May 31, 2010. 
Under this relief, affected pre-approved defined contribution plan sponsors who may have missed the April 30, 
2010 deadline for restating and filing for a favorable determination letter to conform to the Economic Growth and 
Tax Relief Reconciliation Act of 2001 (EGTRRA) will have that deadline extended to July 30, 2010. 
A pre-approved defined contribution plan is eligible for relief under the Notice if any of the following locations 
relating to the plan were in the federally declared disaster areas at the time of the disasters: 
1. The principal place of business of the employer that maintains the plan (in the case of a single-employer 

plan, determined by disregarding the controlled group rules of § 414(b) and (c) of the Code);  
2. The principal place of business of the employer that employs more than 50% of the active participants 

covered by the plan (in the case of a plan covering employees of more than one employer, determined 
by disregarding the controlled group rules of § 414(b) and (c));  

3. The office of the plan or the plan administrator;  
4. The office of the primary recordkeeper serving the plan; or  
5. The office of any advisor of the plan or the employer at the time of the storms or other severe weather 

that is directly involved with the adoption of the EGTRRA-approved master & prototype or volume 
submitter defined contribution plan or that is directly involved in submitting a determination letter 
application to the IRS by the due date of April 30, 2010. 

The Notice makes clear that the reference to “office” in items 3, 4 and 5, above, includes only the worksite of 
those individuals and the location of any records necessary to adopt and file the EGTRRA restated pre-
approved plan. 
Plan sponsors taking advantage of this relief and filing for an EGTRRA favorable determination letter should 
write “Extension Relief per Notice 2010-48” in the upper left margin of the cover letter accompanying their 
submission. 
Absent this relief, plan sponsors of affected plans who missed the April 30, 2010 deadline would have had to 
look for relief under the IRS’ Employee Plans Compliance Resolution System and would have had to incur 
the costs of preparing a submission to the IRS and the accompanying IRS user fee. 
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